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As the llg ts dimmed and the music 
died down at a Dec. 9 performance of 
"CSU Ferguson" at ·Cal State· East Bay, 
the performers made it clear that the 
title-of this performance was meant to 
bring the world of police brutality to our 
campus frontlines, beCaUse we as col
lege students of color are very real tar
gets of white America. 

Put on by East Bay's· Department of 
Theatre, "CSU Ferguson" ra:n from Dec. 
8-11 at the Hayward campus, was direct
ed by theater professor Ann Fajlan, and 
was the last show· of the season. 

The production tackled topics of race, 

inner city decay, corruption, domes
tic abuse and gender norms. Whether 
it was dance, spoken ·word, skits, en
semble, poetry, the-·performers were 
in your face in their expressions, both 
literally and figuratiVely. 

A particularly memorable act, a 
p6em called "Capitalism," brought to 
life by student Benny Avalos, began 
with the word:S "I ani your pimp, bitch," 
repeated throughout, and was spoken 
from the point of View of capitalism to 
the American people. There was a crew 
member picking up and bringing him 
clothes, as he undressed and dressed 

in the 1Norld has brought its people to its 
knees, pun intended. It evoked a feeling of 
shame and disgust. 

Towards the end of the poem, a~ Avalos 
put on his last layer of fur coat and adjust
ed his pimp hat, he reminded audience 
m~mbers how -he - capitalism - will 
ejaculate to the cries for help, in the faces 
of the hungry and poor. It was almost sur
prising· how hand-in-hand the descrip
tions of raunchy acts fell so in line with 
_the acts of the corrupt. Like many of the 
acts that would follow, the words thrown 
at the audience were raW with aµger and· 
pain, but ultimately resilience. 

spoken by the performer or speaker, is 
given resonance by the response of the 
viewer. Ari act in which the response of 
the audience was most apparent, was 
poet Julian Curry's "Niggers, Niggas & 
Niggaz," performed by Sid, where the 
words would be repeated 21 times with
in the short span of the poem: As a line 
of the poem states, ''And hopefully this 
Nigga, Nigga, Nigga poem.is making you 
uncomfortable," the crowd visibly shift
ed in their chairs, giving the words all 
the more power, and even moving some 

SEE FERGUSON PAGE 3 

Distinguished alumni award winner thrives in Bay Area 
Livermore schools 
superintendent honored 

By Louis Laventure 

Every year Cal State East Bay gives 
out awards to alumni who are deemed 
distinguished by a committee of faculty 
and staff as well as the president of the 
university. 

The most recent recipients of the 2016 
Distinguished Alumni Awards were giv
en out in October at the Hayward cam
pus to Atul Dhiiblania class of 2002, 
Gaylord "Glenn" Henry class of 1966-
19-67, Nancy O'Malley class 6f 1977 and 
Kelly Bowers class of 2002. 

All winners are nominated about 
six months in advance by any member' 
of the university community, and the 
finalists are selected by_ a committee 
comprised_ of the Alumni Association 
president, the Associated Students, Inc. 
president or designee, the Academic 
Senate chair or designee, the vice presi
dent of University Advancement and the 
director of Alumni Relations, according 
to ·ii.Iumni director Penny Peak. The fi
nalists iµ-e submitted to- the university 
preSidenf who has the final say over who 

cess in their reSpective fields but Bowers 
has ma'.de- a local impact. Since she grad
uated from CSUEB in 2002, Bowers has 
been employed by the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District, working 
her way up from a teac4er to the superin
tendent position she has held since 2010. 
Bowers ta light at every level before her as
cension to the administrative ranks. 

She received her teaching credential 
and master's degree in educational lead
ership from CSUEB, but it wasn't easy. 
While she was a student at East Bay, 
Bowers Was a divorced single mom with 
a four-year-old son, not an ideal school 
situation. 

"I Would bring him to class with me," 
Bowers said. "He would be good and col
or, they really worked around me, it ·was 
perfect." " 
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Kelly Bowers· addresses the crowd at the Distinguished Alumni Awards on 

Bowers is an East Ba:Y native from Al
ameda, where she attended public school 
before she received her undergraduate 
degree from UC Berkeley and attended 
CSUEB arid B_erkeley again for lier post
graduate degrees. 

However, education wasn't always in 
the can;ls for Bowers. Her mother only 
completed eighth grade and her father the Cal State !=ast Bay .Hayward -campus in October. · 

''lill.s the award. 
After it was established-in 1985,:the 

award was· given to jlist oD.e alumni u_n
til two years ago when school officials, 
led by President Leroy M; Morishita and 

. had the mo"st education in the family with 
director of University Events Richard a high school diploma. Bowers was the 
Watters, decided to include all -of the first person on her inother's side of the 
colleges and de~s to honor four alum- family to finish high school and the first 
ni per year, according to Peale person in her entire family to graduate 

All -of the recipients achieved sue- from college. · 

"My mother didn't really know too 
much about educa~ion and its impor
tance," Bowers said. "She is the second 
generation from Italy and all she want
ecFus to do is go to prom and graduate, 
things she didn't do." · 

Bowers and her siblings took educa-
tion and ran with it; they" all eventually 
graduated from college and her brother 
became a self-made millionaire through 
billboard sales while her-sister became a 
lawyer._ All of Bowers' kids are currently 
in college. 

Bowers is familiar with ethnically 
diverse communities, as she has spent 
the majority of lier life i_n cities like Al
ameda, Hayward, Berkeley aJ:!d Union 
City. However, Livermore is not like a 
majority of the East Bay cities that are 
considered rilelti_ng pots when it comes 
to ethnicity. 

According to the city of Livermore, 
65.5 percent of the popula'.tion is white, .a 
far cry from tl;te 34.1 percent in Alameda 
County and 42.4 percent in the Bay Area 
at large. 

"What we have here is poverty sub
merged in the suburbs," Bowers said. 
"When you go to the suburbs there is the 
assumption of affluence, but for every . 
fancy vineyard home you have the mi
grant worker who came here with very 
little and are still trying to establish · 
themselves." 

SEE ALUMNI PAGE 3 
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Ferguson 
FROM PAGE 1 

to tears. 
"CSU Ferguson" was entertaining, 

and the material was immensely deep 
and personal, putting on stage the 
truths .our fellow peers or we ourselves 
f(,lce. At one point, a performer asked 
the audience to put their hands up, and 
prompted us to yell "Don't shoot!" He 
proceeded with his monologue and for 
the duration of it, a painstakingly long 
five or so minutes, Urged us to keep our 
hands in the air, as many of our fallen 
brothers and sisters have before taking 
their last breath. 

"I wanted to create a space for stu
dents to validate their reactions, to un
learn their parent's fears and to declare 
their own, beautifui, _insightful, em
pathetic, angry, energized spirit," said 
Filjail;. "We need to put a face Onto the 
faceless hoodie icon." -

The show was meant to be uncom
fortable, ·as the performers shed light on 
issues considered too taboo to discuss 
and create a dialogue about. But in that 
discomfort, Faljan hoped that the au
dience left the theater that night more 
·humbled and a lot more awar~. 

FEATURES 3 
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Students lock arms during a performance of ucsu Ferguson" on the Cal State East Bay Hayward campus last month. 

Alumni 
FROM PAGE 1 

According to Bowers, there are 36 
different languages spokell by students 
in the LVJUSD and there are a slew of 
services provided by the district that iri
clµde migrant education prograrils and 
services for parents and families. 

"A lot of times the whole family isn't 
intact and it often puts children in the 
position of caretaker because of the 
strenuous hours of work for the par
ents," Bowers said. "We educate fam
ilies on the iniportance of schooling, 
helping children stay in schoo1 and help 
the adults get their education level up as 
well. They can transfer units from what
ever country of origin they are from and 
parents can even get their GED, citizen
ship and utilize career reentry services." 

In addition to services aimed at pa
rental support, Bowers said there was 
a distinct digital advantage gap and the 
district offered a reduced fee Internet 
service for students- families as well as 
-laptops from grants and donations. 
Bowers mentioned· that one school had 
a one to one-ratio of laptops per students 
and she was hopeful through grants aiid 
donations eventually the entire district 
will have one laptop or tablet" per stu-
dent. · 

Bowers said th3.t her East Bay up
bringing and education have given her 
a· distinct advantage when it comes to 
dealing with children and families in 
the area. She also credited CSUEB with 
her·educational success, thanks in large 
part to the i:Lffordabl_e classes, -hybrid On
line learning and the personal attention 
she received because of the :Small class 
sizes. 

"Eighty tw-o percei;i.t of the adminis
trative staff here at [LVJUSD] went to 
East Bay at some point for part of their 
education," Bowers said. "It makes a dif
ference." 
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